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“With imaginative insight, Jerry Rabow has 
placed a human face and heart onto the per-
sona of this biblical drama of love, loyalty, 
and intrigue. The author endows this an-
cient romance with empathic contemporary 
relevance.”—Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis, 
founder of the Jewish Foundation for the 
Righteous and Jewish World Watch

The Lost Matriarch
Finding Leah in the Bible and Midrash
Jerry Rabow 

The Lost Matriarch offers a unique response to the 
sparse and puzzling biblical treatment of the 
matriarch Leah. Although Leah is a major figure 
in the book of Genesis, the biblical text allows 
her only a single word of physical description and 
two lines of direct dialogue. The Bible tells us 
little about the effects of her lifelong struggles in 
an apparently loveless marriage to Jacob, the hus-
band she shares with three other wives, including 
her beautiful younger sister, Rachel. Fortunately, 
two thousand years of traditional and modern 
commentators have produced many fascinating 
interpretations (midrash) that reveal the far richer 
story of Leah hidden within the text.  
 Through Jerry Rabow’s weaving of biblical text 
and midrash, readers learn the lessons of the re-
markable Leah, who triumphed over adversity and 
hardship by living a life of moral heroism. The 
Lost Matriarch reveals Leah’s full story and invites 
readers into the delightful, provocative world of 
creative rabbinic and literary commentary. 
 
Jerry Rabow is the author of A Guide to Jewish 
Mourning and Condolence and 50 Jewish Messiahs. 

256 pp. • 5 ½ x 8 ½ • 1 genealogy
$22.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-1207-5 
$27.95 Canadian/£16.99 UK

David Ellenson is chancellor of Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
His book After Emancipation: Jewish Religious 
Responses to Modernity won the National Jew-
ish Book Council’s Award as the outstanding 
book in Jewish thought in 2005. His most 
recent book, coauthored with Daniel Gordis, 
is Pledges of Jewish Allegiance: Conversion, Law, 
and Policymaking in Nineteenth- and Twentieth-
Century Orthodox Responsa. 

376 pp. • 6 x 9 • 1 photograph
$45.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-1214-3 
$51.50 Canadian/£34.00 UK 

jps scholar of distinction book series

Jewish Meaning in 
a World of Choice
Studies in Tradition and Modernity
David Ellenson

“For over three decades David Ellenson has 
shaped the life of world Jewry through the power 
of his scholarship, depth of vision, and kindness 
of soul. . . . [Ellenson] searches not to hide or ho-
mogenize complexity but rather to study it, cel-
ebrate it, and enable it to challenge our precon-
ceptions. This book is critical for all who want 
to know not only the foundations and struggles 
of modern Jewish life but, more important, the 
future direction it can take.”—Donniel Hartman, 
president of the Shalom Hartman Institute   

“From the gifted pen of Rabbi David Ellenson 
come lucid essays covering Zionism, religious 
pluralism, feminism, and equal rights that illu-
minate not only a lifetime of scholarship and ac-
tivism but also the complex bonds that link Jews 
today in the United States with their forebears in 
Europe and contemporaries in Israel. Each essay 
sparkles like a gem, with compelling grace and 
power.”—Deborah Dash Moore, Frankel Center 
for Judaic Studies, University of Michigan
 
Internationally recognized scholar David Ellenson 
shares twenty-three of his most representative 
essays, drawing on three decades of scholar-
ship and demonstrating the consistency of the 
intellectual-religious interests that have animated 
him throughout his lifetime. 
 These essays center on a description and ex-
amination of the complex push and pull between 
Jewish tradition and Western culture. Ellenson 
addresses gender equality, women’s rights, 
conversion, issues relating to who is a Jew, the 
future of the rabbinate, Jewish day schools, and 
other emerging trends in American Jewish life. As 
an outspoken advocate for a strong Israel that is 
faithful to the democratic and Jewish values that 
informed its founders, he also writes about reli-
gious tolerance and pluralism in the Jewish state. 
The former president  of Hebrew Union College–
Jewish Institute of Religion, the primary seminary 
of the Reform movement, Ellenson is widely 
respected for his vision of advancing Jewish unity 
and of preparing leadership for a contemporary 
Judaism that balances tradition with the demands 
of a changing world.  
 Scholars and students of Jewish religious 
thought, ethics, and modern Jewish history will 
welcome this erudite collection by one of today’s 
great Jewish leaders.  

A Bride for One Night
Talmud Tales
Ruth Calderon  
Translated by Ilana Kurshan

“Highlights Ruth Calderon’s remarkable 
skill in bridging the cultural gap between 
the rabbis and contemporary readers.”—
Jewish Review of Books
 
“Calderon’s retelling of tales of the Talmud 
will be healing for those who have felt 
pushed to the Talmud’s margins and excit-
ing for those who have loved the Talmud’s 
gift for a good story.”—Rabbi Jill Hammer, 
author of Sisters at Sinai 
 
Ruth Calderon has a doctorate in Talmud 
from Hebrew University and was elected to 
the Israeli Knesset in January 2013.

Ruth Calderon has recently electrified the Jewish 
world with her teachings of talmudic texts. In this 
volume, her first to appear in English, she offers a 
fascinating window into some of the liveliest and 
most colorful stories in the Talmud. Breathing 
new life into an ancient text, A Bride for One Night 
offers a surprising and provocative read, both for 
anyone already intimate with the Talmud or for 
anyone interested in one of 
the most influential works 
of Jewish literature. 
 
184 pp. • 6 x 9 
$21.95 paperback 
978-0-8276-1209-9 
$25.50 Canadian/£15.99 UK
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Recently ReleasedRecently Released

Outside the Bible, 3-Volume Set
Ancient Jewish Writings Related 
to Scripture
Edited by Louis H. Feldman, James L. 
Kugel, and Lawrence H. Schiffman

“Breathtaking in its scope and eminently satisfy-
ing in its execution, Outside the Bible will prove to 
be an indispensable reference. . . . Here we have 
a resource that will meet scholarly needs for gen-
erations to come.”—Bart D. Ehrman, James A. 
Gray Professor, Department of Religious Studies, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
The Hebrew Bible is only part of ancient Israel’s 
writings. Another collection of Jewish works 
has survived from late- and post-biblical times, a 
great library that bears witness to the rich spiri-
tual life of Jews in that period. This library con-
sists of the most varied sorts of texts: apocalyptic 
visions and prophecies, folktales and legends, 
collections of wise sayings, laws and rules of con-
duct, commentaries on scripture, ancient prayers, 
and much, much more. 
 The work of more than seventy contributing 
experts in a range of fields, Outside the Bible offers 
new insights into the development of Judaism 
and Early Christianity. This three-volume set of 
translations, introductions, and detailed com-
mentaries is a must for scholars, students, and 
anyone interested in this great body of ancient 
Jewish writings. 

3-volume set
3302 pp. • 8 x 10 
$275.00 boxed set • 978-0-8276-0933-4 
$320.00 Canadian/£222.00 UK 
Extra shipping charges are applicable.

Bar Mitzvah, a History
Rabbi Michael Hilton

“Rabbi Michael Hilton has sought out every ref-
erence to bar mitzvah in the Bible, the Talmud, 
and numerous other Jewish texts spanning 
several centuries, extracting a fascinating mis-
cellany of information, stories, and commen-
tary.”—Jewish Book Council Weekly
 

“Michael Hilton does a wonderful job of assem-
bling the lore, laws, and customs regarding bar 
mitzvah and bat mitzvah in a way that is easily 
accessible to scholars, educators, and laypeople. 
Highly recommended!”—Rabbi Jeffrey K. 
Salkin, author of Putting God on the Guest List
 
How did bar mitzvah develop over the centu-
ries from an obscure legal ritual into a core 
component of Judaism? How did it capture 
the imagination of even non-Jewish youth? Bar 
Mitzvah, a History is a comprehensive account of 
the ceremonies and celebrations for both boys 
and girls. A cultural anthropology informed by 
rabbinic knowledge, it explores the origins and 
development of the most important coming-of-
age milestone in Judaism. 

344 pp. • 6 x 9 • 3 illustrations, 1 table
$30.00 paperback • 978-0-8276-0947-1 
$34.50 Canadian/£21.99 UK 

The Aura of Torah
A Kabbalistic-Hasidic Commentary 
to the Weekly Readings
Rabbi Larry Tabick 

“An important and useful contribution to the 
emergent literature of spiritual companions to 
the parashah. There is nothing quite like it on 
the shelf. Tabick assembles mystical teachings 
for the general reader with insight, creativ-
ity, and obvious spiritual depth.”—Lawrence 
Kushner, author of Honey from the Rock
 
Because a welter of details sometimes conceals 
the Torah’s aura of holiness, Jewish mystics and 
spiritual teachers for centuries have attempted 
to reveal that aura through creative interpreta-
tion. The Aura of Torah explores these attempts 
in an effort to bridge the gap between the Torah 
text and the modern Jewish spiritual quest.
 This book collects a wide variety of interpre-
tations of Torah passages, commentaries, and 
midrash rooted in the mystical side of Jewish 
tradition, translated by Rabbi Larry Tabick, with 
original Hebrew and Aramaic texts included. 

416 pp. • 6 x 9 • 1 illustration
$24.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0948-8 
$28.95 Canadian/£17.99 UK 

The Bible’s Many Voices
Michael Carasik

“An engaging presentation of the most current 
scholarship about the Jewish Bible. Carasik’s 
description of the numerous voices, which 
speak in its pages, illumines their teachings, 
illustrates their origin, and clarifies their 
relationships with each other and the world 
from which they emerged.”—Frederick E. 
Greenspahn, Gimelstob Eminent Scholar of 
Judaic Studies, Florida Atlantic University
 
Using historic, linguistic, anthropological, and 
theological sources, Carasik helps us distin-
guish between the Jewish Bible’s voices—the 
mythic, the historical, the prophetic, the 
theological, and the legal. By articulating the 
differences among these voices, he shows us 
not just their messages and meanings but also 
what mattered to the authors. In these contrasts 
we encounter the Bible anew, as a living work 
whose many voices tell us about the world out 
of which the Bible grew—and the world that it 
created. 

384 pp. • 6 x 9 • 9 tables
$31.95 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0935-8 
$36.95 Canadian/£22.99 UK 

Grandpa’s Third Drawer
Unlocking Holocaust Memories
Written and illustrated by 
Judy Tal Kopelman 
The original Hebrew edition won the Israeli Ze’ev 
Prize for Children’s Literature in 2003.

“An organized and clear story that enables 
young readers to confront the hardest of stories 
to tell.”—Yael Dar, Ha’aretz, Israel’s oldest 
newspaper
 
Grandpa’s Third Drawer takes up the difficult 
challenge of discussing the Holocaust with 
young children and teaching its heritage and 
memory, all in a gentle and unobtrusive manner. 
The story of a silent grandfather unexpectedly 
confronted by his curious and loving grandchild 
is accompanied by rich illustrations that show 
authentic preserved objects donated by Holo-
caust survivors from Theresienstadt. 

32 pp. • 10 x 7 • 16 photographs, For ages 5–8
$17.95 hardcover • 978-0-8276-1204-4 
$20.95 Canadian/£12.99 UK 
$12.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-1221-1 
$14.95 Canadian/£9.99 UK 

Remember for Life
Holocaust Survivors’ Stories of Faith and Hope
Edited by Brad Hirschfield 
$14.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-1218-1 
$17.50 Canadian/£10.99 UK

Anne Frank
Life in Hiding
Johanna Hurwitz 
Illustrated by Vera Rosenberry
Ages 8 and up
$12.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-1206-8 
$14.95 Canadian/£9.99 UK 

My Guardian Angel
Sylvie Weil
Translated by Gillian Rosner
Winner of the Prix Sorcières, France’s most pres-
tigious award for children’s literature 
A Sydney Taylor Honor Book 
For ages 10 and up
$12.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-1211-2 
$14.95 Canadian/£9.99 UK 
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Great Gifts for the Holidays

 rosh hashanah / yom kippur / sukkot

Entering the High Holy Days
A Complete Guide to the History, Prayers, and Themes
Reuven Hammer
$19.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0821-4 
$20.95 Canadian/£13.99 UK

Celebrating the Jewish Year: The Fall Holidays
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot
Paul Steinberg  
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter 
$24.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0842-9 
$31.95 Canadian/£16.99 UK

Seasons of Our Joy
A Modern Guide to the Jewish Holidays
Rabbi Arthur O. Waskow
$18.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0930-3 
$21.95 Canadian/£12.99 UK

The Five Megilloth and Jonah
Introductions by H. L. Ginsberg with drawings by 
Ismar David 
$12.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0890-0 
$14.95 Canadian/£9.99 UK

The JPS Bible Commentary: Jonah
Uriel Simon 
$40.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0672-2 
$45.95 Canadian/£31.00 UK

 simchat tor ah

The JPS Torah Commentary: Genesis
Commentary by Nahum M. Sarna 
$75.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0326-4 
$86.50 Canadian/£59.00 UK

JPS Illustrated Children’s Bible
Retold by Ellen Frankel  
Illustrated by Avi Katz 
$35.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0891-7 
$39.95 Canadian/£26.99 UK

The Torah
The Five Books of Moses, the New Translation of the Holy 
Scriptures According to the Traditional Hebrew Text
$30.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0015-7 
$34.50 Canadian/£19.99 UK

 hanukk ah

The Kids’ Catalog of Hanukkah
David A. Adler 
$16.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0805-4 
$19.50 Canadian/£12.99 UK

Celebrating the Jewish Year: The Winter 
Holidays
Hanukkah, Tu B’shevat, Purim
Paul Steinberg  
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter  
Illustrated by Adam Rhine 
$24.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0849-8 
$31.50 Canadian/£16.99 UK

The Jewish Kids’ Catalog
Chaya M. Burstein 
$15.95 paperback • 978-0-8276-0215-1 
$18.50 Canadian/£11.99 UK

 jps bibles

JPS TANAKH: The Holy Scriptures
The New JPS Translation according to the Traditional 
Hebrew Text
$35.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0252-6 
$39.95 Canadian/£22.99 UK

JPS Hebrew-English TANAKH, Deluxe Edition
$65.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0656-2 
$75.00 Canadian/£51.00 UK

JPS has great books for holidays, life cycle events, and other special 
occasions. Order a copy of Seasons of Our Joy to prepare for all the 
holidays or other books helpful with specific holidays.

 the jps commentaries

The JPS Torah Commentary Series 
Genesis (978-0-8276-0326-4) 
Exodus (978-0-8276-0327-1) 
Leviticus (978-0-8276-0328-8)
Numbers (978-0-8276-0329-5) 
Deuteronomy (978-0-8276-0330-1) 
Each volume: $75.00 hardcover
5-volume set: $360.00 hardcover (978-0-8276-0331-8)

The JPS Bible Commentary Series
Ecclesiastes: $40.00 hardcover (978-0-8276-0742-2) 
Haftarot: $75.00 hardcover (978-0-8276-0691-3)
Jonah: $40.00 hardcover (978-0-8276-0672-2)
Esther: $40.00 hardcover (978-0-8276-0699-9) 
Ruth: $40.00 hardcover (978-0-8276-0744-6)

The Commentators’ Bible
Edited, translated, and annotated by Michael Carasik
The Rubin JPS Miqra’ot Gedolot series: Leviticus
$75.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0897-9 
$86.50 Canadian/£49.00 UK

The Rubin JPS Miqra’ot Gedolot series: Numbers
$75.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0921-1 
$86.50 Canadian/£59.00 UK

The Rubin JPS Miqra’ot Gedolot series: Exodus
$75.00 hardcover • 978-0-8276-0812-2 
$86.50 Canadian/£59.00 UK

Orders & Customer Service
The Jewish Publication Society
University of Nebraska Press
c/o Longleaf Services, Inc.
116 S Boundary Street
Chapel Hill nc 27514-3808
phone 800-848-6224 
   919-966-7449    
fax 800-272-6817 
   919-962-2704    
e-mail 
 customerservice@longleafservices.org  
online catalog  
 jps.org

International Ordering Information

canada
Codasat Canada
phone  604-228-9952
e-mail info@codasat.com

europe, middle east, and africa
Combined Academic Publishers Ltd.
phone 44-1-235-465500
e-mail nickesson@combinedacademic.co.uk

asia, the pacific, australia, 
and new zealand
Eurospan Group
phone +44 (0) 1767 604972
e-mail eurospanbookstore.com/nebraska
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